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&’ How Abusers Use Children
to Control Their Partner

Threatening to or actually taking away the children is one
way that abusers can exert control over the children's
mothers.

"He threatened if I left, if | went anywhere...and if he

didn't know where I was, he'd take the children and

put them somewhere and I wouldn't know where

they were. So I was scared in every way and brainwashed so much that I didn't do
anything or say anything. I just kept my mouth shut.”

Threats to harm or kill the children are a form of emotional abuse that abusers may
use to control their spouses.

"There were times when he literally destroyed the house and I'd have to clean it up
or he'd hurt the children.”

Abusers may also use direct violence towards children as a way to control their
spouses.

"[1f I wouldn't behave he'd punish the children and the only way to stop that was for
me to stand in front of his fists and take it. And if he couldn't control the children,
he'd punch me. There were times that he would discipline
the children, and his way of doing that was he would
threaten to kill them and he would demonstrate on the
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For more information about woman abuse, visit our website at www.isn.net/~tha/womanabuseresearch/



